
AddressGivenbyTTOCPresidentBrianLewisatthe19thAnnualAwardsGalahostedbythe

TTOConThursday29thDecember2016atHyattRegencyHotel-Portof.Spain,Trinidad.

Salutations-------------------------------.

Onceuponatime,therewasanoldmanwhousedtogototheoceantodohiswriting.Hehada

habitofwalkingonthebeacheverymorningbeforehebeganhiswork.Earlyonemorning,he

waswalkingalongtheshoreafterabigstormhadpassedandfoundthevastbeachlitteredwith

starfishasfarastheeyecouldsee,stretchinginbothdirections.

Offinthedistance,theoldmannoticedasmallboyapproaching.Astheboywalked,hepaused

everysooftenandashegrewcloser,themancouldseethathewasoccasionallybendingdown

topickupanobjectandthrowitintothesea.Theboycamecloserstillandthemancalledout,

“Goodmorning!MayIaskwhatitisthatyouaredoing?”

Theyoungboypaused,lookedup,andreplied“Throwingstarfishintotheocean.Thetidehas

washedthemupontothebeachandtheycan’treturntotheseabythemselves,”theyouth

replied.“Whenthesungetshigh,theywilldie,unlessIthrowthembackintothewater.”

Theoldmanreplied,“Buttheremustbetensofthousandsofstarfishonthisbeach.I’mafraid

youwon’treallybeabletomakemuchofadifference.”

Theboybentdown,pickedupyetanotherstarfishandthrewitasfarashecouldintotheocean.

Thenheturned,smiledandsaid,“Itmadeadifferencetothatone!”

TheTrinidadandTobagoOlympicCommittee(TTOC)continuestoevolveastherolesand

responsibilitiesofNationalOlympicCommitteeshavechangeddramaticallyinrecentyears.

Rethink.Reimagine.Reshape.Rebrand.Review.Reenergize.Revitalize.Reimagineanewsport

organisationthatisfitforpurposeandrelevanttothe“CLICKGeneration”-Agenerationthatis

fast,techsavvy,rootedindigitalandexpectsthingsondemand.Transformationthenisfinding

thebalancebetweenstabilityandcontinuousimprovement.

For70yearstheTTOC,anonprofit,nongovernmental,volunteerbasedorganisationhas

affordedtremendouslytalentedSonsandDaughtersofthiswonderfulandpassionatetwin

IslandRepublic-TrinidadandTobagotoexpresstheirGodGiventalentontheWorld'sbiggest

sportingstage-theOlympicGames.

InsodoingBrandTrinidadandTobago,ourNationalFlagandNationalanthemareseenand

heardinamostpowerfulandpositivemannertoaglobalaudience.

OlympicHousehassoughttoradicallytransformandevolveintoanewandmodernsport

organisationthatisathletecentred,marketdrivenandservicebasedwitharelentlessfocuson

transparency,accountabilityandGoodGovernance.Wehavehadourfailuresandmade

mistakesbutwehavelearned,wehavegrown,andmostimportantlywehavebecomebetterfor

it.



WehavereturnedmoneytotheGovernmentandPeopleofTrinidadandTobago.

WehaverebrandedTeamTTO,andcourageouslylaidoutanambitiousandaspirationalgoalof

10ormoreOlympicGoldmedalsby2024-Agoalthatisbackedbya10Golds24systemof

excellence,andahighperformanceprogrammeinclusiveofourathletewelfareandpreparation

Fund.

Wealsointroducedfinancialmedalbonuses,GoodGovernanceWeekandaGoodGovernance

Code.ThisisinadditiontoourfirstSportIndustryTTconferencewiththeforwardthinkingand

solutionfocusedobjectiveofadvocatingforabilliondollarentrepreneurialoriented

SportIndustryTTbytheyear2030,athletecareerdevelopmentandbrandambassador

programmes,LongTermAthletedevelopmentandanathletewelfareandpreparationfund.

Wehavecommittedourselvestolivinginthedigitalworld-livinginBeta.Wehaveadvocatedfor

greatergenderequityandrespectfordiversityandnon-discriminationonthebasisofsexual

orientation.WealsoadvocateforexpeditedHDCHousingConsiderationforAthleteswhohave

givenlongandmeritoriousservicetoTrinidadandTobago.Todatewehaven'tsucceededand

havemadenoprogresswiththishousingpolicyproposalbutthisisnotadeterrent.

Throughitallwehaveembraceddialogueandlistenedintently.Socialmediaisthenewnormal

andweareempoweredandmotivatedbythesuccessofourdeliberatestrategytodeepenfan

engagementandfanactivation.OureffortstomakeTeamTTOrelevanttoT&Tsocietyin2016

hasbeenanawesome,fascinatingandattimesevenfrighteningonefortheTTOC.However,it

hasbeenoneofsignificantlearning.

AswecontinueontheJourneytoTokyo2020andbeyond,10Golds2024and

SportIndustryTT2030,wemustcontinuetodisruptandcreatenewnormalsthatmeetand

exceedtheserviceexpectationsofourathletes,coaches,affiliates,corporatepartnersand

TTOCstakeholders.

Wemuststandupandbecountedinthefighttoprotectchildrenfromsexualpredators;the

nightmareunfoldinginworldsportmustbefaced.Denialandeuphemismsmustnotbemore

importantthanthewelfareandprotectionofvulnerablechildrenfromsexualpredators.Parents

andGuardiansmustfeelthattheycantrustthedecisionmakersinSporttoprotecttheir

children.

WehavearesponsibilitytocontributetocreatingasustainableSocietywithinTrinidadand

Tobago.

Talentedchildrenandyouthwhowanttohavehope,whowanttobelievethattheyareworld

classandcanachievegreatnessmustbegiventheopportunity.

Beingpoor,underprivileged,unemployedandatriskaren’tinsurmountablechallenges.Nor

shouldbeingLesbian,Gay,BisexualorTransgender.Ontheissueofwomenandfemalesin

sporttheTTOCmustbethearrowheadincreatingamoreempoweringenvironmentforwomen

insport.



Thebarrelofagun,corruptionandcrime,beitwhitecollarorotherwisemustnotdefineus.

Whenwefeeloverwhelmedandasifwecan'tcopeandthejourneyseemsimpossibleto

complete,wemustresisttheurgetoletourcompassionfade.Wemuststayinthefight.

Whenthechallengebeforeusseemsoverwhelming,breakthebigchallengedownintosmaller

piecesandthentakethoseoneatatime–onestarfishatatime.Remembertothatone

starfish,itcanmakeaworldofdifference.

Wecanmakeaworldofdifferencetoonechild,oneathlete,onecommunity,onemedal,one

dayandonehouratatime.Ajourneyofathousandmilesbeginswithonestep.Unitedwewin,

dividewelose.

THANKYOU.

END.


